
finger of the other hand, placed on the opposite side of the placenta, I
was enabled to make pressure sufficient to extract it, and it came away
entire. The flooding directly ceased, and the woman got up sooner than
could have been anticipated.
The placenta, on coming away, was small, and no fœtus could be

found. I expressed to the woman my opinion that she was mistaken
in her calculations, and that she was not more than six weeks advanced.
She, however, could with difficulty be persuaded, •as, she said, she had
" quickened."

Several weeks afterwards, being in the neighborhood, I understood that
the lady gossips said that " the doctor had missed his guess that time,"
and that " the shingle plan of delivering babies was not always sure."
It was, in a word, stated that my patient was still enceinte. The report,
of course, moved me, and I called on the lady to ascertain its foundation.
She was considerably enlarged, having the appearance, externally, of be-
ing six months along (I think had cessation of menses) ; and was posi-
tive that she was still in the family way. I expressed to her my absolute
belief that she was mistaken in regard to her condition, that her in-
creased size was dropsical, and that the motions which she still continued
to feel was the movement of flatus. She persisted, with some warmth,
that she ought to know, for she had had one child, and she knew the
difference between wind and kicks. Soon after this interview, she re-

moved to a distance, taking somewhat circtiitously the line of steam-
boat and railroad, that she might lose nothing by the journey. After the
time of her reckoning had passed, 1 dropped a line to her husband, being
quite desirous to know the sequel of the affair. In return he informed
me that my opinion bad proved correct, and that by a well-directed
course of medicine his wife had been cured of dropsy, and was then in
the enjoyment of good health. A. Chapin.
E. Abington, January 8, 1846.

THE USE OF INSTRUMENTS IN DIFFICULT LABORS.
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.

Sir,—If not every subscriber to your useful weekly, surely every partu-
rieni woman who shall fall into their hands, should be grateful for the
extract, contained in a late No. of the Journal, from the introductory
lecture of Dr. Bedford—particularly forthat portion which relates to that
most reprehensible practice of resorting to instruments in cases of labor.
Time was, when the reputation of the surgeon increased in an exact ratio
with the number and severity of the operations he performed. Happily
for the honor of the profession and the good of mankind, at the present
day his reputation depends more upon the cures performed than the mu-
tilations he can effect. Why, then, does the reverse of this state of
things exist in obstetrical practice ? How does it happen, while the coun-

try practitioner "travels on, in the even tenor of his way," and delivers
his hundreds, and in many instances his thousands, unaided by the use of
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instruments, that in city practice these agents of evil are so frequently
resorted to ? So constant, indeed, is their use in the practice of many,
that one would almost be induced to censure the Author of our existence,
for not having appended a pair of forceps to every female form, to be
ready for sudden emergencies.
It has seemed to- me, that, could the statistical facts, in possession of

the numerous individual subscribers to the Journal, pointed to by the fol-
lowing interrogatories, be collected, and a synopsis laid before the public,
it would afford a mass of information highly useful to practitioners of the
obstetric art. Hence I forward them, subject to your own decision,
whether to publish them or not.

1. What proportion of cases of midwifery, that have fallen within your
practice, have required instrumental aid ; and of those, what have been
delivered by the forceps ?

2. Have any cases occurred, and if so, what proportion, where you
have used the forceps, which upon further reflection you think would
have, succeeded by the unaided efforts of nature ?

3. By which cause have you witnessed the most frequent injuries to
the soft parts of the mother, the use of instruments or the too long reten-
tion of the head of the child ?

4. Have you ever seen a ruptured uterus from the use of ergot ; and,
finally, how far do you think the use of this drug can supersede the ap-
plication of the forceps ? Respectfully, W. W. COMSTOCK.

Jan. 12th, 1846.

CASE OF SUDDENLY-FORMED ENORMOUS TUMOR ON THE NECK.

[The following remarkable case is related by Eugene Palmer, M.D.,
of the Parish of St. James, La., in a letter to Prof. Jackson, of Penn-
sylvania, and is published in the last No. of the American Journal of
Medical Sciences.]

On the 14th of April, 1845, I was called in great haste to the con-

vent of the Sacred Heart (where I attend between two hundred and
three hundred inmates). On being ushered into the Infirmary for the
nuns, I saw an old lady extended on a couch, surrounded by the priest,
the lady superior and several nuns, with her shoulders elevated and her head
reclining backwards ; her countenance anxious and pallid ; and respiration
apparently hurried. She had an enormous tumor over the region of the
thyroid gland, extending out in front of the trachea more prominently than
I have ever seen in true goitre. The lady superior of the convent, Mad-
ame Galway, told me in regard to this tumor, that it rose up instantane-
ously, while the patient was in the act of conversing with, and standing
directly in front of her; that she broke off in the middle of a remark by
the cry of " Oh ! mother, I am suffocating !" and pointed to her neck,
when the superior observed the above-named tumor rise up en her neck,
in the space of less than a minute. There was no evidence of physical
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